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CHAPTER  I— COAST  GUARD. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  TRANSPORTATION 
SUBCHAPTER  S — BOATING  SAFETY 

[CGD  72-120R] 

PART  175— EQUIPMENT  REQUIREMENTS 
Personal  Flotation  Devices 

The  purpose  of  these  amendments  is 
to  establish  new  carriage  requirements 
for  lifesaving  equipment  on  certain  ves¬ 
sels  to  which  the  Federal  Boat  Safety 
Act  of  1971  applies.  A  notice  of  proposed 
rulemaking  was  published  on  Octo¬ 
ber  6.  1972  (37  FR  21262',  proposing 
adoption  of  these  carriage  requirements 
under  the  authority  of  sections  5  and  39 
of  the  Federal  Boat  Safety  Act  of  1971 
(85  Stat.  213,  215,  216.  228;  46  U.S.C. 
1454,  1488;  49  CFR  1.46(0)  (D). 

In  addition  a  supplemental  notice  of 
proposed  rulemaking  was  published  on 
January  5,  1973  (38  FR  887),  proposing 
clarification  to  the  carriage  require¬ 
ments  by  extending  the  throwable  de¬ 
vice  requirement  to  all  boats. 

On  November  20.  1972,  a  public  hear¬ 
ing  was  held  at  U.S.  Coast  Guard  Head¬ 
quarters  in  Washington,  D.C.,  to  receive 
the  views  of  interested  persons  on  the 
proposed  regulations.  During  the  period 
October  6, 1972.  to  December  11, 1972,  and 
January  5,  1973,  to  January  30,  1973, 
written  comments  from  interested  per¬ 
sons  were  received.  The  Coast  Guard 
has  considered  these  oral  and  written 
comments  in  preparing  the  final  rule. 

The  requirements  have  been  developed 
in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of 
section  6  of  the  Federal  Boat  Safety  Act 
of  1971.  The  Boating  Safety  Advisory 
Council  has  been  consulted  and  its  opin¬ 
ions  and  advice  have  been  considered  in 
the  formulation  of  these  regulations.  The 
transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
meeting  of  the  Boating  Safety  Advisory 
Council  at  which  these  regulations  were 
discussed  is  available  for  examination  in 
Room  6240,  U.S.  Coast  Guard  Head¬ 
quarters.  Department  of  Transportation 
Headquarters  Building,  400  Seventh 
Street  SW..  Washington,  DC  20590.  The 
minutes  of  the  meetings  are  available 
from  the  Executive  Director,  Boating 
Safety  Advisory  Council  at  this  address. 

Several  comments  suggest  that  “ski 
belts"  be  considered  as  approved  de¬ 
vices  and  allowed  for  carriage  in  lieu  of 
buoyant  cushions  or  other  similar  de¬ 
vices.  The  Coast  Guard  approves  per¬ 
sonal  flotation  devices  which  fall  into 
two  general  groups;  devices  that  an  in¬ 
dividual  would  wear  and  devices  in¬ 
tended  to  be  grasped  by  an  individual 
in  the  wrater.  A  ski  belt  when  compared 
to  the  group  of  devices  designed  to  be 
worn  does  not  perform  satisfactorily.  It 
provides  insufficient  buoyancy  in  the 
wrong  location  as  commonly  worn. 
People  will  wear  ski  belts  in  one  of  four 
ways ;  high  or  low  on  the  front  or  high 
or  low  on  the  back.  The  location  of  the 
center  of  buoyancy  of  the  human  body 
being  where  it  is,  only  one  location  (high 
on  the  front)  will  provide  the  turning 
moment  in  the  water  necessary  to  hold 
the  wearer’s  face  out  of  the  water.  Three 
out  of  the  four  ways  of  wearing  the  de¬ 


vice  afford  inadequate  protection.  When 
compared  to  the  second  group,  those  in¬ 
tended  to  be  grasped,  a  ski  belt  provides 
only  25  percent  of  the  buoyancy  re¬ 
quired  for  a  device  designed  to  be 
grasped.  An  extensive  study  conducted 
for  the  Coast  Guard  shows  that  a  mini¬ 
mum  of  13  to  14  pounds  buoyancy  is 
required  to  support  90  percent  of  the 
American  population  with  only  their 
head  above  water  (does  not  include  any 
portion  of  neck).  A  ski  belt  offers  5  to 
6  pounds  buoyancy  which  will  support 
only  10  percent  of  the  population.  In 
many  instances,  the  strap  does  not  pass 
through  the  foam  and  has  been  known 
to  separate  from  the  foam  upon  im¬ 
pact  with  the  water  (a  w-ater  skier  fall¬ 
ing  from  his  skis).  Ski  belts  are  not 
Coast  Guard  approved,  but  may  be  car¬ 
ried  as  excess  equipment  in  addition  to 
the  required  approved  devices. 

One  comment  spoke  to  a  type  of  life¬ 
saving  device  used  by  lifeguards.  This  is 
a  device  similar  in  appearance  to  a  ski 
belt,  but  one  that  is  not  worn  by  water 
skiers.  This  particular  device  provides 
over  16  pounds  of  buoyancy  and  when 
put  on  the  victim  (high  on  the  front) 
allows  the  lifeguard  to  tow  the  floating 
victim  onto  shore.  This  device  is  not 
Coast  Guard  approved,  but  may  be  car¬ 
ried  as  excess  equipment. 

Several  comments  were  received  with 
regard  to  the  acceptability  of  a  wet  suit 
as  a  suitable  replacement  for  a  PFD.  The 
wet  suit  has  not  been  formally  submitted 
to  the  Coast  Guard  for  approval.  How¬ 
ever,  the  wet  suit  has  been  evaluated  for 
cold  weather  operations.  During  this 
evaluation  it  was  determined  that  the 
wet  suit  in  no  way  met  any  of  the  per¬ 
formance  (amount  and  location  of  buoy¬ 
ancy)  criteria  for  PFD  approval. 

Several  comments  spoke  to  the  car¬ 
riage  of  a  Type  IV  PFD  (throwable  de¬ 
vice)  for  man-overboard  protection. 
After  reviewing  the  several  comments 
with  regard  to  the  supplemental  Notice 
of  Proposed  Rule  Making,  the  Coast 
Guard  is  revising  the  proposed  require¬ 
ment  for  the  additional  throwable  device. 
Boats  16  feet  in  length  and  longer,  ex¬ 
cept  canoes  and  kayaks,  are  required  to 
carry  at  least  one  Type  IV  PFD  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  required  devices.  The  notice 
(37  FR  21262)  set  the  break  point  at  26 
feet,  but  it  was  felt  that  boats  in  the  16 
to  26  foot  category  would  also  require 
the  man-overboard  protection  afforded 
to  the  larger  boats  in  the  original  pro¬ 
posal.  On  boats  less  than  16  feet  in 
length,  there  is  no  mandatory  require¬ 
ment  for  the  Type  IV  device.  A  great 
majority  of  boats  less  than  16  feet  in 
length  normally  carry  cushions  as  the 
required  device.  On  most  of  these  boats 
there  is  limited  space  to  stowT  additional 
items  such  as  a  throwable  device.  Also, 
many  racing  associations  require  the 
participants  to  wear  their  devices  when 
engaged  in  racing  activities.  In  addition, 
the  boats  in  the  less  than  16  foot  category 
are  very  maneuverable  and  generally 
have  low  freeboard,  making  reboarding 
easier.  It  is  therefore  not  necessary  to 
require  a  Type  IV  throwable  device  for 
the  smaller  boats.  The  Coast  Guard  will 
study  this  area  further.  It  should  be 


pointed  out  that  the  buoyant  cushion  will 
continue  to  be  a  Coast  Guard  approved 
device. 

Several  comments  suggested  that  car¬ 
riage  requirements  be  based  on  where  the 
boat  is  used  and  distance  from  shore 
traveled.  With  this  setup  a  boatman 
would  be  faced  with  different  criteria 
during  a  voyage  depending  on  the  waters 
to  be  used  and  the  distance  he  was  from 
the  shore.  This  approach  would  put  an 
undue  burden  on  the  boatman.  One  com¬ 
ment  suggested  requiring  the  PFD  to  be 
worn.  The  purpose  of  these  regulations 
was  to  give  the  boatman  a  wide  choice  of 
approved  devices  with  corresponding 
performance  information  from  which  he 
could  choose  an  appropriate  device  for 
his  particular  use.  The  choice  of  device 
and  whether  to  wear  it  or  not  is  left  up  to 
the  boatman. 

One  comment  suggested  that  Types  I 
n,  and  III  be  allowed  as  throwable  de¬ 
vices.  There  are  different  buoyancy  and 
actual  performance  criteria  for  the  Type 
IV  than  for  the  other  devices.  The  ap¬ 
proval  specifications  for  the  Type  IV 
device  are  based  in  part  on  a  throwing 
criteria.  Also  the  performance  of  Types  I, 
II,  and  HI  are  different  if  they  are 
grasped  than  if  worn  as  they  are  in¬ 
tended  to  be.  The  Type  IV  when  grasped 
keeps  a  body  higher  out  of  the  water 
than  do  the  Types  I,  II,  and  III  because 
of  greater  buoyancy  provided. 

Several  comments  suggested  that  the 
Type  IV  be  one  of  the  required  devices 
on  boats  16  feet  or  longer  in  length.  One 
of  the  reasons  for  accepting  cushions 
(Type  IV)  on  smaller  boats  is  because  of 
limited  storage  space  on  these  boats.  On 
boats  16  feet  in  length  and  longer  the 
storage  problem  is  not  present,  and 
therefore,  the  larger  devices  can  be  ade¬ 
quately  stowed. 

One  comment  questioned  the  legal  au¬ 
thority  to  regulate  private  citizens  using 
a  private  boat.  The  authority  is  section 
5(a)(2)  of  the  Federal  Boat  Safety  Act 
of  1971  (Public  Law  92-75),  which  pro¬ 
vides:  “The  Secretary  may  issue  regula¬ 
tions — requiring  the  installation,  carry¬ 
ing,  or  using  of  associated  equipment 
on  boats  and  classes  of  boats  subject  to 
this  Act;  and  prohibiting  the  installa¬ 
tion,  carrying,  or  using  of  associated 
equipment  which  does  not  conform  with 
safety  standards  established  under  this 
section.  Equipment  contemplated  by  this 
clause  includes,  but  is  not  limited  to,  fuel 
systems,  ventilation  systems,  electrical 
systems,  navigational  lights,  sound  pro¬ 
ducing  devices,  firefighting  equipment, 
lifesaving  devices,  signaling  devices, 
ground  tackle,  life  and  grab  rails,  and 
navigational  equipment.” 

Several  comments  concerning  exemp¬ 
tion  of  racing  canoes,  racing  shells,  row¬ 
ing  sculls,  and  racing  kayaks,  were  di¬ 
rected  to  the  regulations  “Interim  Re¬ 
quirements”  published  in  the  February 
16,  1972  (37  FR  3433)  Federal  Register. 
These  comments  were  answered  in  the 
October  6,  1972,  notice  of  proposed  rule- 
making  (37  FR  21263). 

One  comment  suggested  that  the  Type 
IV  throwable  device  be  readily  accessible 
instead  of  Immediately  available.  This 
device  which  would  be  used  for  man  over- 
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board  protection,  should  be  so  located 
that  it  can  be  put  to  immediate  use  in  an 
emergency. 

Several  miscellaneous  comments  not 
specifically  directed  to  the  notice  of  pro¬ 
posed  rule  making  were  received.  The 
comments  on  signal  lights  for  FFD’s,  in¬ 
flatable  boats  in  lieu  of  PFD’s,  and  color¬ 
ing  schemes  for  search  and  rescue  pur¬ 
poses  will  be  reviewed  and  be  a  basis  for 
possible  future  revisions  to  the  regula¬ 
tions. 

The  effective  date  of  the  regulations  is 
October  1,  1973.  This  date  should  allow 
adequate  time  to  properly  educate  the 
boatman  on  the  new  requirements.  How¬ 
ever,  if  a  person  wishes  to  follow  the  new 
requirements,  he  will  be  considered  in 
compliance  with  the  existing  require¬ 
ments. 

These  regulations  revoke  the  require¬ 
ments  presently  applicable  to  unin¬ 
spected  recreational  motorboats  in  46 
CFR  25.25  and  also  the  interim  require¬ 
ments  in  33  CFR  Part  199  presently  ap¬ 
plicable  to  boats  propelled  or  controlled 
by  oars,  paddles,  poles,  sail,  or  by  an¬ 
other  vessel. 

This  amendment  to  Subchapter  S  ap¬ 
plies  to  recreational  boats  as  defined  in 
§  175.3(b) .  An  amendment  to  Subchapter 
C,  Chapter  I  of  title  46,  which  appears 
in  this  issue  of  the  Federal  Register  at 
page  8116,  contains  the  requirements  for 
vessels  carrying  six  or  fewer  passengers 
as  well  as  other  requirements. 

In  consideration  of  the  foregoing.  Sub- 
chapter  S  of  Title  33  of  the  Code  of  Fed¬ 
eral  Regulations  is  amended  by  adding  a 
new  Part  175  to  read  as  follows : 

Subpart  A — General 

Sec. 

175.1  Applicability. 

175.3  Definitions. 

Subpart  B — Personal  Flotation  Devices 

175.11  Applicability. 

175.13  Definitions. 

175.15  Personal  flotation  devices  required. 
175.17  Exceptions. 

175.19  Stowage. 

175.21  Condition:  approval;  marking. 

175.23  Personal  flotation  device  equivalents. 

Authority:  Secs.  5  and  39  of  the  Federal 
Boat  Safety  Act  of  1971,  46  U.S.C.  1454,  1488: 
49  CFR  1.46(0)  (1). 

Subpart  A — General 
§  175.1  Applicability. 

This  part  prescribes  rules  governing 
the  use  of  boats  on  waters  subject  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  and  on 
the  high  seas  beyond  the  territorial  seas 
for  boats  owned  in  the  United  States 
except — 

(a)  Foreign  boats  temporarily  using 
waters  subject  to  U.S.  jurisdiction; 

(b)  Military  or  public  boats  of  the 
United  States,  except  recreational-type 
public  vessels; 

(c)  A  boat  whose  owner  is  a  State  or 
subdivision  thereof,  which  is  used  princi¬ 
pally  for  governmental  purposes,  and 
which  Is  clearly  identifiiable  as  such; 

(d)  Ship's  lifeboats. 

§  175.3  Definitions. 

As  used  in  this  part: 

(a)  “Boat”  means  any  vessel  manufac¬ 
tured  or  used  primarily  for  noncommer¬ 


cial  use;  leased,  rented,  or  chartered  to 
another  for  the  latter’s  noncommercial 
use;  or  engaged  in  the  carrying  of  six  or 
fewer  passengers. 

(b)  “Recreational  boat”  means  any 
vessel  manufactured  or  used  primarily 
for  noncommercial  use ;  or  leased,  rented, 
or  chartered  to  another  for  the  latter’s 
noncommercial  use.  It  does  not  include  a 
vessel  engaged  in  the  carrying  of  six  or 
fewer  passengers. 

(c)  “Vessel”  includes  every  description 
of  watercraft,  other  than  a  seaplane  on 
the  water,  used  or  capable  of  being  used 
as  a  means  of  transportation  on  the 
water. 

(d)  “Use”  means  operate,  navigate,  or 
employ. 

(e)  “Passenger”  means  every  person 
carried  on  board  a  vessel  other  than — 

( 1 )  The  owner  or  his  representative ; 

(2)  The  operator: 

(3)  Bona  fide  members  of  the  crew  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  business  of  the  vessel  who 
have  contributed  no  consideration  for 
their  carriage  and  who  are  paid  for  their 
services:  or 

(4)  Any  guest  on  board  a  vessel  which 
is  being  used  exclusively  for  pleasure 
purposes  who  has  not  contributed  any 
consideration,  directly  or  indirectly,  for 
his  carriage. 

(f)  “Racing  shell,  rowing  scull,  and 
racing  kayak”  means  a  manually  pro¬ 
pelled  boat  that  is  recognized  by  na¬ 
tional  or  international  racing  associ¬ 
ations  for  use  in  competitive  racing  and 
one  in  which  all  occupants  row,  scull, 
or  paddle,  with  the  exception  of  a  cox¬ 
swain,  if  one  is  provided,  and  is  not 
designed  to  carry  and  does  not  carry  any 
equipment  not  solely  for  competitive 
racing. 

Subpart  B — Personal  Flotation  Devices 
§  175.11  Applicability. 

This  subpart  applies  to  all  recreational 
boats  that  are  propelled  or  controlled  by 
machinery,  sails,  oars,  paddles,  poles,  or 
another  vessel  except  racing  shells,  row¬ 
ing  sculls,  and  racing  kayaks. 

§  175.13  Deli  nil  ion*. 

As  used  in  this  subpart; 

(a)  “Personal  flotation  device’’  means 
a  device  that  is  approved  by  the  Com¬ 
mandant  under  46  CFR  160. 

(b)  “PFD”  means  “personal  flotation 
device”. 

§  175.15  Personal  flotation  devices  re¬ 
quired. 

(a)  Except  as  provided  in  §  175.17,  no 
person  may  use  a  recreational  boat  less 
than  16  feet  in  length  or  a  canoe  or 
kayak  unless  at  least  one  PFD  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  types  or  their  equivalents  listed 
in  Table  175.23  is  on  board  for  each 
person: 

(1)  Type  I  PFD. 

(2>  Type  II  PFD. 

(3)  Type  III  PFD. 

(4)  Type  IV  PFD. 

(b)  No  person  may  use  a  recreational 
boat  16  feet  or  more  in  length,  except 
a  canoe  or  kayak,  unless  at  least  one  PFD 
of  the  following  types  or  their  equivalents 
listed  in  Table  175.23  is  on  board  for 
each  person: 

(1)  Type  I  PFD. 


(2)  Type  II  PFD. 

(3)  Type  HI  PFD. 

(c)  No  person  may  use  a  recreational 
boat  16  feet  or  more  in  length,  except 
a  canoe  or  kayak,  unless  at  least  one 
type  IV  PFD  or  its  equivalent  listed  in 
Table  175.23  is  on  board  in  addition  to 
the  PFD’s  required  in  paragraph  (b)  of 
this  section. 

§  175.17  Exceptions. 

(a)  A  person  using  a  canoe  or  kayak 
that  is  enclosed  by  a  deck  and  spray 
skirt  need  not  comply  with  §  175.15(a)  if 
he  wears  a  vest-type  lifesaving  device 
that — 

(1)  Has  no  less  than  150  separate 
permanently  inflated  air  sacs  made  of 
not  less  than  12  mil  polyvinylchloride 
film  and  has  not  less  than  13  pounds  of 
positive  buoyancy  in  fresh  water,  if  worn 
by  a  person  who  weighs  more  than  90 
pounds:  or 

(2)  Has  no  less  than  120  separate 
permanently  inflated  air  sacs  made  of 
not  less  than  12  mil  polyvinylchloride 
film  and  has  not  less  than  8  V2  pounds  of 
positive  buoyancy  in  fresh  water,  if  worn 
by  a  person  who  weighs  90  pounds  or  less. 

(b)  A  type  V  PFD  may  be  carried  in 
lieu  of  any  PFD  required  in  §  175.15  if 
that  type  V  PFD  is  approved  for  the  ac¬ 
tivity  in  which  the  recreational  boat  is 
being  used. 

§  175.  T9  Stowage. 

(a)  No  person  may  use  a  recreational 
boat  unless  each  type  I,  type  II,  type  HI, 
or  type  V  PFD  required  by  §§  175.15  or 
175.17  is  readily  accessible. 

<b>  No  person  may  use  a  recreational 
boat  unless  each  type  IV  PFD  required  by 
8  175.15  is  immediately  available. 

§  175.21  Conditions:  approval;  marking. 

No  person  may  use  a  recreational  boat 
unless  each  device  required  by  §  175.15, 
or  each  device  allowed  by  §  175.17,  is — 

(a)  In  serviceable  condition; 

(b)  Legibly  marked  with  the  approval 
number  as  specified  in  46  CFR  Part  160 
for  items  subject  to  approval;  and 

(c)  Of  an  appropriate  size  for  the  per¬ 
son  for  whom  it  is  intended. 

§  175.23  Personal  flotation  device  equiv¬ 
alents. 

Table  175.23  lists  devices  that  are 
equivalent  to  personal  flotation  devices. 

Table  175.23 

Devices  Are  equivalent  to  per- 

marked —  formance  type 

160.002  Life  preserver.  Type  I  personal  flo¬ 
tation  device. 

160.003  Life  preserve _  Do. 

160.004  Life  preserver.  Do. 

160.005  Life  preserver.  Do. 

160.009  Ring  life  buoy  Type  IV  personal  flo¬ 
tation  device. 

160.047  Buoyant  vest.  Type  II  personal  flo¬ 
tation  device. 

160.048  Buoyant  cush-  Type  IV  personal  flo- 
ion.  tation  device. 

160.049  Buoyant  cush-  Do. 
ion. 

160.050  Ring  life  buoy  Do. 

160.052  Buoyant  vest.  Type  II  personal  flo¬ 
tation  device. 

160.053  Work  vest _ Type  V  personal  flo¬ 

tation  device. 

160.055  Life  preserver.  Type  I  personal  flo¬ 
tation  device. 
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Devices  Are  equivalent  to  per - 

marked —  / ormance  type 

160.000  Buoyant  vest.  Type  II  personal  flo¬ 
tation  device. 

160.064  Special  pur-  A  device  intended  to 
pose  water  be  worn  may  be 

safety  buoy-  equivalent  to  type 

ant  devices.  II  or  type  III.  A  de¬ 
vice  that  is  equiva¬ 
lent  to  type  in  is 
marked  “Type  III 
Device — may  not 

turn  unconscious 
wearer”.  A  device 
intended  to  be 
grasped  is  equiva¬ 
lent  to  type  IV. 

Effective  date,  'inis  amendment  shall 
become  effective  on  October  1, 1973.  How¬ 
ever,  compliance  with  this  proposal  prior 
to  the  effective  date  will  be  considered  as 
compliance  with  the  existing  regulations. 

Dated:  March  21,  1973. 

C.  R.  Bender, 

Admiral,  U.S.  Coast  Guard, 
Commandant. 

,  [FR  Doc.73-6736  Filed  3-27-73:8:46  am] 


Title  46 — Shipping 

SUBCHAPTER  C — UNINSPECTED  VESSELS 

[COD  72-172R] 

PART  24— GENERAL  PROVISIONS 
PART  25— REQUIREMENTS 

Life  Preservers  and  Other  Lifesaving 

Equipment  for  Uninspected  Vessels 

The  purpose  of  these  amendments  to 
the  uninspected  vessel  regulations  is  to 
implement  new  carriage  requirements  for 
uninspected  commercial  vessels. 

These  amendments  were  proposed  in  a 
notice  of  proposed  rule  making  published 
in  the  Federal  Register  of  October  6, 
1972  (37  FR  21264).  A  public  hearing 
was  held  on  November  20, 1972,  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.C.,  on  the  amendments  pro¬ 
posed  in  the  notice.  Interested  persons 
were  given  the  opportunity  to  submit 
written  comments  both  before  and  at  the 
public  hearing  and  to  make  oral  com¬ 
ments  concerning  all  the  proposed 
amendments  at  the  public  hearing.  There 
were  no  comments  received  that  spoke 
exclusively  to  CGD  72-172  PR.  Comments 
received  have  been  responded  to  in  CGD 
72-163  PR. 

The  amendments  in  this  document  ac¬ 
complish  the  following: 

a.  Make  the  provisions  of  46  CFR  Sub¬ 
part  25.25  applicable  only  to  commercial 
uninspected  vessels. 

b.  Make  all  commercial  uninspected 
sail  vessels  and  non-self-propelled  ves¬ 
sels  carrying  six  or  less  passengers  for 
hire  subject  to  the  provisions  of  Subpart 
25.25. 

c.  Withdraw  acceptance  of  wood  floats 
as  primary  lifesaving  devices  for  com¬ 
mercial  fishing  motorboats.  The  proposal 
will  establish  a  wearable  lifesaving  device 
as  the  minimum.  Use  of  the  wood  float 
requires  the  user  to  grasp  the  float  and 
to  remain  in  complete  control  of  body 
functions.  This  is  considered  to  be  un¬ 
reasonable  in  light  of  the  effects  of  cold 
water  on  a  human  body  after  relatively 
short  periods  of  immersion.  Commercial 
fishing  vessels  can  be  expected  to  operate 
in  open  water  in  severe  conditions. 


d.  Withdraw  the  provisions  which  per¬ 
mit  commercial  fishing  motorboats  and 
commercial  motorboats  not  carrying 
passengers  for  hire  the  option  of  carry¬ 
ing  a  device  intended  to  be  thrown  such 
as  a  ring  buoy,  or  buoyant  cushion  in  lieu 
of  a  wearable  device.  As  proposed,  a  life 
preserver,  buoyant  vest  or  special  pur¬ 
pose  water  safety  buoyant  device  in¬ 
tended  to  be  worn  would  be  required  for 
each  person  on  board,  except  commercial 
motorboats  40  feet  or  longer  would  be  re¬ 
quired  to  carry  a  life  preserver  as  the 
wearable  device.  The  new  minimum  es¬ 
tablished  would  be  a  wearable  device.  It 
is  considered  reasonable  to  require  the 
wearable  lifesaving  device  on  commer¬ 
cial  vessels  as  they  tend  to  operate  in  al¬ 
most  all  weather  conditions. 

e.  Require  life  preservers  to  be  of  a 
size  suitable  for  each  person  on  board, 
l.e.  adult,  child  medium  or  child  small. 
The  approval  of  a  device  is  limited  to  the 
size  marked  on  the  device,  thus  this  re¬ 
quirement  simply  clarifies  the  existing 
limitations  of  Coast  Guard  approved  life¬ 
saving  devices.  The  present  regulations 
in  §  25.25-10  for  uninspected  vessels 
carrying  passengers  for  hire  require  an 
additional  number  of  life  preservers 
suitable  for  children  equal  to  at  least  10 
percent  of  the  total  number  of  persons 
carried.  For  uninspected  vessels  carrying 
six  and  less  passengers  for  hire,  the 
greatest  number  of  child  devices  required 
would  be  six  and  this  is  not  considered 
to  be  onerous.  Similarly  commercial  ves¬ 
sels  not  carrying  passengers  for  hire  do 
not  ordinarily  carry  children,  therefore 
the  requirement  to  carry  devices  of  an 
appropriate  size  is  reasonable. 

f.  Include  a  requirement  for  the  car¬ 
riage  of  a  ring  life  buoy  for  all  commer¬ 
cial  motor  vessels,  motorboats  26  feet  or 
longer  and  all  sail  vessels  and  non -self- 
propelled  vessels  26  feet  or  longer  carry¬ 
ing  passengers  for  hire.  The  additional 
ring  life  buoy  is  intended  to  be  thrown 
to  a  person  falling  overboard  into  the 
water.  The  Coast  Guard  considers  that 
boats  26  feet  in  length  or  longer  are  less 
maneuverable  than  smaller  boats  and 
that  these  larger  boats  have,  in  general, 
higher  freeboards  making  reboarding 
more  difficult.  For  these  reasons,  the 
Coast  Guard  feels  that  additional  man- 
overboard  protection  is  needed. 

g.  Continue  to  permit  excess  equip¬ 
ment  to  be  carried  in  addition  to  that 
required.  The  proposal  would  delete  the 
specific  text  which  states  that  such  ex¬ 
cess  equipment  is  permitted.  This  in¬ 
cludes  workvests,  special  purpose  water- 
safety  buoyant  devices  intended  to  be 
thrown  to  a  person  in  the  water,  and 
buoyant  cushions.  The  text  as  now 
worded  serves  no  purpose. 

h.  Continue  to  permit  cork  and  balsa 
wood  life  preservers  maufactured  prior 
to  July  1,  1965,  under  Subparts  160.003 


and  160.004  (46  CFR  Part  160)  to  be  car¬ 
ried  as  required  equipment.  However,  the 
amendment  would  delete  from  the  regu¬ 
lations  8  25.25-5(c)  (2)  which  specifically 
allows  these  life  preservers,  because  the 
text  is  not  necessary. 

i.  Withdraw  the  provision  which  per¬ 
mits  vessels  to  continue  to  carry  items  of 
equipment  purchased  prior  to  Novem¬ 
ber  19,  1952.  Twenty  years  has  provided 
sufficient  time  to  acquire  replacement  of 
lifesaving  equipment  purchased  prior  to 
November  19,  1952,  through  normal 
attrition. 

j.  Revise  the  appropriate  applicability 
sections  of  Subchapter  C. 

The  effective  date  of  these  amend¬ 
ments  is  October  1,  1973.  Any  person 
who  complies  with  these  amended  regu¬ 
lations  prior  to  October  1,  1973,  will  be 
considered  as  being  in  compliance  with 
the  existing  regulations.  There  were  no 
comments  received. 

In  consideration  of  the  foregoing, 
Parts  24  and  25  of  Chapter  I,  Title  46, 
Code  of  Federal  Regulations,  are 
amended  as  follows: 

1.  By  revising  §  24.01-1  to  read  as 
follows: 

§  24.01—1  Purpose  of  regulations. 

The  purpose  of  the  regulations  in  this 
subchapter  is  to  set  forth  uniform  mini¬ 
mum  requirements  for  uninspected  com¬ 
mercial  vessels,  certain  motor  vessels, 
vessels  propelled  by  said  carrying  pas¬ 
senger  for  hire,  and  barges  carrying  pas¬ 
sengers  for  hire  in  accordance  with  the 
intent  of  the  Motorboat  Act  of  1940,  as 
amended  (54  Stat.  163;  46  U.S.C.  526- 
526t)  and  the  Federal  Boat  Safety  Act 
of  1971  (85  Stat.  213;  46  U.S.C.  1451- 
1489).  The  regulations  are  necessary  to 
carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  Motor- 
boat  Act  of  1940,  and  the  Federal  Boat 
Safety  Act  of  1971  and  such  regulations 
have  the  force  of  law. 

.  2.  By  revising  §  24.01-10  (a)  and  (b) 
to  read  as  follows: 

§  24.01—10  Authority  for  regulations. 

(a)  General.  The  authority  to  pre¬ 
scribe  regulations  generally  is  set  forth 
in  R.S.  4405,  as  amended  (46  U.S.C.  375) 
and  R.S.  4462,  as  amended  (46  U.S.C. 
416)  and  in  section  17  of  the  Motorboat 
Act  of  1940,  as  amended  (54  Stat.  166; 
46  U.S.C.  526p)  and  sections  5  and  39 
of  the  Federal  Boat  Safety  Act  of  1971 
(85  Stat.  215,  228;  46  U.S.C.  1454,  1488). 

(b)  Lifesaving  appliances.  The  regula¬ 
tions  regarding  lifesaving  appliances 
interpret  or  apply  section  6  of  the  Motor- 
boat  Act  of  1940,  as  amended  (54  Stat. 
164;  46  U.S.C.  526e)  and  section  5(a)  of 
the  Federal  Boat  Safety  Act  of  1971  (85 
Stat.  215;  46  U.S.C.  1454(a)). 

•  •  •  •  • 

3.  By  revising  the  entry  in  Table  24.05- 
1(a)  for  “sail”  in  column  6  and  by  adding 
Footnote  12  to  read  as  follows; 


Table  24.05-l(a) 


•  •  •  •  • 


•  *  *  All  vessels  carrying  6  or  less  passengers  for  •  •  •  •  •  • 

hire.11 


n  Lifesaving  device  requirements  of  Subpart  26.26  only. 
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4.  By  revising  Subpart  25.25  to  read 
as  follows: 


Subpart  25.25— Life  Preserver*  and  Other 
Lifesaving  Equipment 


Sec. 

25.25-1 

Application. 

25.25-3 

DefUtlons. 

25.25-5 

Life  preservers  and  other  lifesav¬ 

25.25-7 

ing  equipment  required. 
Marking. 

25.25-9 

Storage. 

25.25-11 

Condition. 

Authority:  The  provisions  of  this  Sub¬ 
part  25.25  Issued  under  R.S.  4405,  as  amended, 
R.S.  4462.  as  amended,  sec.  17.  54  Stat.  166. 
as  amended,  secs.  5  and  39,  85  Stat.  215,  228, 
sec.  6(b)  (1),  80  Stat.  937:  46  U.S.C.  375,  416, 
526P.  1454.  1488;  49  U.S.C.  1656(b)(1);  49 
CFR  1.46(b)  and  (o)(l). 

§  23.23—1  Application. 

This  subpart  applies  to  each  vessel  to 
which  this  part  applies,  except: 

(a)  Vessels  used  for  noncommercial 
use; 

(b)  Vessels  leased,  rented,  or  chartered 
to  smother  for  the  latter’s  noncommercial 
use; 

(c)  Commercial  vessels  propelled  by 
sail  not  carrying  passengers  for  hire;  or 

(d)  Commercial  barges  not  carrying 
passengers  for  hire. 

§  23.23—3  Definitions. 

As  used  in  this  subpart: 

(a)  “Approved  ”  means  approved  under 
Subchapter  Q  of  this  chapter. 

(b)  “Use”  means  operate,  navigate,  or 
employ. 

§  23.25-5  Life  preservers  and  other  life¬ 
saving  equipment  required. 

(a)  No  person  may  operate  a  vessel 
to  which  this  subpart  applies  unless  it 
meets  the  requirements  of  this  subpart. 

(b)  Each  vessel  not  carrying  passen¬ 
gers  for  hire,  less  than  40  feet  in  length 
must  have  at  least  one  life  preserver, 
buoyant  vest,  or  special  purpose  water 
safety  buoyant  device  intended  to  be 
worn,  approved  under  Subchapter  Q  of  a 
suitable  size  for  each  person  on  board. 
Kapok  and  fibrous  glass  life  preservers 
that  do  not  have  plastic -covered  pad  in¬ 
serts  as  required  by  Subparts  160.002  and 
160.005  of  this  chapter  are  not  accepta¬ 
ble  as  equipment  required  by  this  para¬ 
graph. 

(c)  Each  vessel  carrying  passengers 
for  hire  and  each  vessel  40  feet  in  length 
or  longer  not  carrying  passengers  for  hire 
must  have  at  least  one  life  preserver  ap¬ 
proved  under  Subchapter  Q  of  a  suitable 
size  for  each  person  on  board.  Kapok  and 
fibrous  glass  life  preservers  which  do  not 
have  plastic -covered  pad  inserts  as  re¬ 
quired  hy  Subparts  160.002  and  160.005 
of  this  chapter  are  not  acceptable  as 
equipment  required  by  this  paragraph. 

(d)  Each  vessel  26  feet  in  length  or 
longer  must  have  at  least  one  ring  life 
buoy  approved  under  Subparts  160.009  or 
160.050  of  this  chapter  in  addition  to  the 
equipment  required  by  paragraph  (b)  or 
(c>  of  this  section. 

§  25.23—7  Marking, 

The  lifesaving  equipment  required  by 
this  subpart  must  be  legibly  marked  as 
specified  in  Subchapter  Q  of  this  chapter. 


§  25.23-9  Storage. 

(a)  The  lifesaving  equipment  designed 
to  be  worn  required  in  §  25.25-5  (a)  and 
lb)  must  be  readily  accessible. 

(b)  Lifesaving  equipment  designed  to 
be  thrown  required  in  §  25.25-5(d)  must 
be  immediately  available. 

§  25.25—11  Condition. 

The  lifesaving  equipment  required  by 
this  subpart  must  be  in  serviceable 
condition. 

Effective  date.  The  effective  date  of 
these  amendments  is  October  1,  1973, 
however  any  person  in  compliance  with 
these  amendments  prior  to  October  1, 
1973,  will  be  considered  in  compliance 
with  existing  regulations. 

(R.S.  4405,  as  amended,  R.S.  4462.  as 
amended,  Dec.  17,  54  Stat.  166,  as  amended. 
Secs.  5  and  39,  85  Stat.  215,  228,  Sec.  6(b)  (1), 
80  Stat.  987;  46  U.S.C.  375,  416,  526p.  1454. 
1488;  49  U.S.C.  1655(b)(1);  49  CFR  1.46  (b) 
and  (o) (1) ) 

Dated;  March  21,1973. 

C.  R.  Bender, 

Admiral, 

U.S.  Coast  Guard,  Commandant. 

[FR  Doc.73-5735  Filed  3-27-73; 8: 45  am]  . 


SUBCHAPTER  Q— SPECIFICATIONS 

[COD  72-163R] 

PART  160— LIFESAVING  EQUIPMENT 

Specification  for  Lifesaving  Equipment 

The  purpose  of  these  amendments  to 
the  specification  regulations  is  to  imple¬ 
ment  the  new  terminology  that  will  be 
used  by  the  Coast  Guard  to  more  accu¬ 
rately  indicate  the  performance  of  ap¬ 
proved  lifesaving  devices. 

These  amendments  were  proposed  in  a 
notice  of  proposed  rulemaking  published 
in  the  Federal  Register  of  October  6, 
1972  (37  FR  21266) .  A  public  hearing  was 
held  on  November  20,  1972,  in  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.C.,  on  the  amendments  proposed 
in  the  notice.  Interested  persons  were 
given  the  opportunity  to  submit  written 
comments  both  before  and  at  the  pub¬ 
lic  hearing  and  to  make  oral  comments 
concerning  all  the  proposed  amendments 
at  the  public  hearing.  Type  designations 
were  used  throughout  Part  160  to  dis¬ 
tinguish  between  different  designs  and 
materials  used  in  the  construction  of  ap¬ 
proved  lifesaving  devices.  For  example, 
in  §  160.002-2,  a  Type  A  kapok  life  pre¬ 
server  denoted  the  adult  model,  and  a 
Type  B  kapok  life  preserver  denoted  the 
child’s  model.  In  §  160.009-2,  Type  I  des¬ 
ignated  a  ring  life  buoy  made  of  cork  and 
Type  n  designated  a  ring  life  buoy  made 
of  balsa  wood.  Since  this  terminology 
conflicts  with  the  personal  flotation  de¬ 
vice  (PFD)  performance  terminology 
(Le.„  Type  I,  personal  flotation  device. 
Type  II  personal  flotation  device,  etc.)  in 
Part  175,  the  present  type  designations 
in  Part  169  are  deleted  wherever  they  ap¬ 
pear  and  the  appropriate  personal  flota¬ 
tion  device  type  designation  added  to  the 
marking  specification  so  that  the  user 
can  recognize  and  select  the  appropriate 
type  device  required  by  Part  175. 

The  specifications  for  buoyant  vests, 
buoyant  cushions,  and  special  purpose 


water  safety  buoyant  devices  are  changed 
to  reflect  the  language  of  the  Federal 
Boat  Safety  Act  of  1971  (85  Stat.  213;  46 
U.S.C.  1451,  et  seq.)  by  replacing  the 
words  “motorboats  of  Classes  A,  1  or  2  not 
carrying  passengers  for  hire”;  with  the 
words  “recreational  boats.”  Also  for  the 
same  reason  wherever  ring  life  buoys  are 
referred  to  in  Part  160  as  being  used  on 
merchant  vessels  and  motorboats,  the 
word  “motorboats”  is  replaced  by  the 
word  “boats.” 

In  addition,  miscellaneous  amend¬ 
ments  to  Part  160  are  included  to  improve 
clarity  and  update  the  text.  These 
amendments  include : 

a.  In  the  heading  of  §  160.009-4,  the 
word  “requirement”  is  replaced  by  the 
word  “standard”  to  make  the  wording 
the  heading  consistent  with  the  wording 
used  elsewhere  in  Part  160. 

b.  Paragraphs  (d)  of  §  160.047-1, 

160.048-1,  160.049-1,  160.052-1,  and 

160.060-1  are  revised  to  reflect  the  new 
permissible  extension. 

c.  Sections  160.048-7a,  160.049-7a,  and 
160. 064- 5a  are  added  to  update  the  name 
and  address  of  the  designated  recognized 
laboratory  conducting  the  approval  test¬ 
ing  and  inspection  program. 

d.  Sections  I60.049-4(c)  and  160.064- 
5(b)  are  revised  for  the  purpose  of  clar¬ 
ity. 

e.  Paragraphs  160.002-1  (d) ,  160.005-1 
(d),  160.009-1  (d),  160.050-1  (d),  160.053- 
1(c),  and  160.055-l(d)  are  added  to  re¬ 
flect  the  new  permissible  extension. 

The  Coast  Guard  received  written 
comments  on  the  proposed  changes  to  the 
Specifications  for  Lifesaving  Equipment. 
The  comments  received  were  as  follows: 

1.  The  effective  date  should  be  Septem¬ 
ber  1.  1973. 

2.  Suggested  new  format  for  classifica¬ 
tion  of  devices  instead  of  by  type. 

3.  The  buoyancy  requirement  for  Type 
TV  Personal  Flotation  Devices  is  20 
pounds.  Inasmuch  as  there  are  materials 
available  (i.e.  P.V.C.  Foam)  which  do 
not  have  the  same  loss  of  buoyancy 
through  use  as  kapok  has  and  in  an  effort 
to  produce  a  more  acceptable  device  for 
the  recreational  boatman,  a  lesser  buoy¬ 
ancy  rating  (not  including  kapok  de¬ 
vices)  was  suggested. 

4.  There  appear  to  be  conflicting  re¬ 
quirements  regarding  the  breaking 
strength  of  the  dee  ring  and  snap  hook 
arrangement  and  the  body  strap  assem¬ 
bly  (including  dee  ring  and  snap  hooks) . 
The  discrepancy  should  be  removed  and 
requirements  brought  in  line. 

5.  The  Coast  Guard  should  adopt  the 
“NAYRU  standards  for  PFD’s  few  Sail¬ 
ors”  as  part  of  the  Coast  Guard  specifi¬ 
cation  which  covers  devices  intended  for 
sailors. 

6.  The  Coast  Guard  should  accept  the 
use  of  entrapped  air  as  primary  means 
of  buoyancy. 

7.  The  Coast  Guard  should  require  the 
use  of  retro-reflective  tape  on  all  PFD’s. 

8.  The  results  of  the  buoyancy  test 
should  be  after  2  hours  in  lieu  of  the 
presently  required  24  hours  for  foam  de¬ 
vices  only.  This  will  enable  the  inspector 
to  spend  less  time  in  the  factory  while 
achieving  the  same  level  of  quality. 
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9.  The  Coast  Guard  should  require  the 
use  of  a  “non-skid”  material  on  the  cover 
of  all  throwable  devices  (type  IV). 

10.  Include  in  the  marking  of  PFD  ex¬ 
actly  how  long  a  device  will  sustain  a 
certain  weight  individual. 

11.  Standards  which  are  at  least  equiv¬ 
alent  to  those  followed  by  American 
manufacturers  should  be  required  of  for¬ 
eign  manufacturers  as  well. 

The  Coast  Guard  found  merit  in  some 
of  the  comments  received,  however,  only 
two  referred  directly  to  the  proposed 
changes.  The  first  suggested  an  effective 
date  of  September  1,  1973,  however,  a 
later  effective  date  has  been  chosen  with 
allowance  for  a  manufacturer  to  comply 
prior  to  the  effective  date  if  he  so  wishes. 
The  second  comment  suggested  a  differ¬ 
ent  terminology  for  the  classification  of 
personal  flotation  devices,  however,  due 
to  the  amount  of  publicity  already  given 
the  proposed  type  classification  the  Coast 
Guard  has  chosen  to  remain  with  the 
proposed  terminology.  The  remaining 
comments  which  were  not  directed  at  the 
proposed  changes  will  be  taken  under 
consideration  for  the  purposes  of  future 
changes  in  the  regulations. 

A  paragraph  has  been  added  to  allow 
PFD  manufacturers  to  delay  meeting  the 
new  requirements  until  the  start  of  their 
next  season  (Nov.  1,  1973) .  It  is  permis¬ 
sible,  however,  to  meet  the  new  require¬ 
ments  any  time  after  the  effective  date. 
In  consideration  of  the  foregoing,  Sub¬ 
chapter  Q  of  Title  46  Code  of  Federal 
Regulations  is  amended  as  follows: 

1.  By  amending  §  160.002-1  by  adding 
paragraph  (d)  to  follow  paragraph  (c) 
and  to  read  as  follows : 

§  160.002—1  Applicable  specifications 
and  plans. 

•  •  *  •  * 

(d)  Permissible  extension.  Manufac¬ 
turers  of  life  preservers  having  approval 
numbers  issued  prior  to  April  30,  1973, 
may  continue  to  mark  the  devices  under 
the  terms  of  that  approval  until  Novem¬ 
ber  1,  1973.  Those  manufacturers  having 
approval  numbers  issued  after  April  30, 
1973,  shall  comply  with  the  requirements 
of  this  subpart. 

By  revising  §  160.002-2  to  read  as 
follows: 

§  160.002—2  Size  and  model. 

Each  life  preserver  specified  in  this 
subpart  is  to  be  a: 

(a)  Model  3,  adult,  24  ounces  kapok; 
or 

(b)  Model  5,  child,  16  ounces  kapok. 

3.  By  revising  S  160.002-6  to  read  as 

follows: 

§  160.002—6  Marking. 

Each  life  preserver  must  have  the  fol¬ 
lowing  clearly  marked  in  waterproof  ink 
on  a  front  section: 

(a)  In  letters  three-quarters  of  an 
inch  or  more  in  height: 

(1)  Adult  (for  persons  weighing  over 
90  pounds) ;  or 

(2)  Child  (for  persons  weighing  less 
than  90  pounds) . 


(b)  In  letters  capable  of  being  read  at 
a  distance  of  2  feet: 

Type  I — personal  flotation  device. 

Kapok  life  preserver. 

Designed  to  turn  unconscious  wearer  face 
up  In  water. 

Approved  for  use  on  all  vessels  by  persons 
weighing  (more  than  90  pounds  or  less  than 
90  pounds) . 

U.S.  Coast  Guard  Approval  No.  160.002  (as¬ 
signed  manufacturers  No.);  (revision  No.): 
(model  No.);  (Name  and  address  of  manu¬ 
facturer  or  distributor) ;  (lot  No.). 

4.  By  amending  $  160.005-1  by  adding 
paragraph  (d)  to  follow  paragraph  (c) 
and  to  read  as  follows: 

§  160.005—1  Applicable  specification  and 
plans. 

*  *  *  *  • 

(d)  Permissible  extension.  Manufac¬ 
turers  of  life  preservers  having  approval 
numbers  issued  prior  to  April  30,  1973, 
may  continue  to  mark  the  devices  under 
the  terms  of  that  approval  until  Novem¬ 
ber  1,  1973.  Those  manufacturers  having 
approval  numbers  issued  after  April  30, 
1973,  shall  comply  with  the  require¬ 
ments  of  this  subpart. 

5.  By  revising  §  160.005-2  to  read  as 
follows: 

§160.005—2  Size  and  model. 

Each  life  preserver  specified  in  this 
subpart  is  a: 

(a)  Model  52,  adult,  46  ounces  fibrous 
glass;  or 

(b)  Model  56,  child,  30  ounces  fibrous 
glass. 

6.  By  revising  $  160.005-6  to  read  as 
follows : 

§  160.005—6  Marking. 

Each  life  preserver  must  have  the  fol¬ 
lowing  clearly  marked  in  waterproof  let¬ 
tering  on  a  front  section: 

(a)  In  letters  three-fourths  inch  or 
more  in  height: 

(1)  Adult  (for  persons  weighing  over 
90  pounds) ;  or 

(2)  Child  (for  persons  weighing  less 
than  90  pounds). 

(b)  In  letters  capable  of  being  read  at 
a  distance  of  2  feet: 

Type  I — personal  flotation  device. 

Fibrous  glass  life  preserver. 

Designed  to  turn  unconscious  wearer  face 
up  in  water. 

Approved  for  use  on  all  vessels  by  persons 
weighing  (more  than  90  pounds  or  less  than 
90  pounds). 

U.  S.  Coast  Guard  Approval  No.  160.005 
(assigned  manufacturers'  No.);  (revision 
No.);  (model  No.);  (Name  and  address  of 
manufacturer  or  distributor);  (lot  No.). 

7.  By  revising  the  heading  of  Sub¬ 
part  160.009  to  read  as  follows: 

Subpart  160.009 — Specification  for  a 

Buoy,  Life  Ring,  Cork  or  Balsa  Wood  for 

Merchant  Vessels  and  Boats 

8.  By  revising  §  160.009-1  by  adding 
paragraph  160.009-1  (d)  to  follow  para¬ 
graph  160.009-1  (c)  and  to  read  as  fol¬ 
lows: 

§  160.009-1  Applicable  specifications 
and  plans. 

•  sees 


(d)  Permissible  extension.  Manufac¬ 
turers  of  ring  life  buoys  having  approval 
numbers  issued  prior  to  April  30,  1973, 
may  continue  to  mark  the  devices  under 
the  terms  of  that  approval  until  Nov¬ 
ember  1,  1973.  Those  manufacturers 
having  approval  numbers  issued  after 
April  30,  1973,  shall  comply  with  the 
requirements  of  this  subpart. 

9.  By  amending  S  160.009-2  by  revising 
paragraph  (a)  to  read  as  follows: 

§  160.009—2  Type  and  size. 

(a)  Type.  Each  ring  life  buoy  specified 
in  this  subpart  must  be  made  of: 

(1)  Cork;  or 

(2)  Balsa  wood. 

•  •  •  •  • 

10.  By  amending  S  160.009-3  by  revis¬ 

ing  paragraph  (a)  and  adding  paragraph 
(ar-1)  to  read  as  follows: 

§  160.009—3  Materials. 

(a)  Cork.  All  sheet  cork  used  in  a  cork 
ring  life  buoy  must  comply  with  Subpart 
164.001  of  this  chapter. 

(a  1 )  Balsa  wood.  All  balsa  wood  used 
in  a  ring  life  buoy  must  comply  with 
Subpart  164.002  of  this  chapter. 

*  •  •  •  • 

11.  By  revising  the  heading  and  para¬ 
graph  (a)  and  subparagraph  (b)  (4)  of 
5  160.009-4  to  read  as  follows: 

§  160.009—4  Construction,  workman¬ 
ship,  and  performance  standards. 

(a)  General.  This  specification  covers 
ring  life  buoys,  consisting  of  a  body  con¬ 
structed  in  the  shape  of  a  ring  with  an 
approximately  elliptical  cross  section  as 
illustrated  by  Drawing  No.  160.009,  which 
provide  buoyancy  to  aid  in  keeping  per¬ 
sons  afloat  in  the  water.  Alternate  ar¬ 
rangements  meeting  the  performance  re¬ 
quirements  of  this  specification  will  be 
given  special  consideration. 

(b)  •  *  * 

(4)  Waterproof  finish  for  balsa  wood 
life  ring  buoys.  The  entire  finished  body 
of  each  balsa  wood  ring  life  buoy  must 
have  a  copious  coat  of  waterproof  glue 
that  has  dried  thoroughly  before  the 
cover  is  placed  on  the  buoy.  The  water¬ 
proof  glue  must  be  equivalent  to  the 
products  having  trade  names  of  “Hydro- 
tuf,”  “Synthetic  Plasoleum,”  and  “Balsa 
Wood  Coating.” 

»  #  *  •  » 

12.  By  revising  §  160.009-6  to  read  as 
follows : 

§  160.009-6  Marking. 

Each  ring  life  buoy  must  have  the  fol¬ 
lowing  information  clearly  marked  in 
waterproof  lettering : 

(a)  On  the  body: 

Passed,  D.S.  Coast  Guard,  (Inspection 
Date) ,  (Inspector’s  Initials) ,  (Port) 

(Name  and  address  of  manufacturer  or 
distributor) 

(Size  of  buoy.) 

Coast  Guard  Approval  No.  160.009 /as¬ 
signed  manufacturers’  No.) / (revision  No.). 

(b)  On  the  cover: 

Type  IV — Personal  flotation  device. 

(Cork  or  balsa  wood)  ring  life  buoy. 

Designed  to  be  thrown  to  a  person  In  the 
water. 
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Approved  for  general  use  on  recreational 
boats,  less  than  16  feet  In  length  and  as  a 
throwing  device  for  all  vessels. 

Approved,  U.S.  Coast  Guard  (Inspection 
date),  (inspectors'  initials),  (port). 

(Name  and  address  of  manufacturer  or 
distributor.) 

Coast  Guard  Approval  No.  160.009/ (as¬ 
signed  manufacturers’  No./  (revision  No.) . 

(Size  of  buoy.) 

(The  lot  No.) 

13.  By  revising  the  heading  of  Subpart 
160.047  to  read  as  follows: 

Subpart  160.047 — Specification  for  a 

Buoyant  Vest,  Kapok  or  Fibrous  Glass, 

Adult  and  Child 

14.  By  amending  8  160.047-1  by  revis¬ 
ing  paragraph  (d)  to  read  as  follows: 

§  160.047-1  Applicable  specifications 
and  plans. 

»  •  »  *  * 

(d)  Permissible  extension.  Manufac¬ 
turers  of  buoyant  vests  having  approval 
numbers  issued  prior  to  April  30,  1973, 
may  continue  to  mark  the  devices  under 
the  terms  of  that  approval  until  Novem¬ 
ber  1,  1973.  Those  manufacturers  having 
approval  numbers  issued  after  April  30, 
1973,  shall  comply  with  the  requirements 
of  this  subpart. 

15.  By  revising  §  160.047-2  to  read  as 
follows: 

§  160.047-2  Model. 

Each  buoyant  vest  specified  in  this  sub¬ 
part  is  a: 

(a)  Model  AK-1,  adult,  kapok  (for  per¬ 
sons  weighing  more  than  90  pounds) ; 

(b)  Model  AF-1,  adult,  fibrous  glass 
(for  persons  weighing  more  than  90 
pounds) ; 

(c)  Model  CKM-1,  child  medium,  ka¬ 
pok  (for  children  weighing  from  50  to  90 
pounds) ; 

(d)  Model  CFM-1,  child  medium,  fi¬ 
brous  glass  (for  children  weighing  from 
50  to  90  pounds) ; 

(e)  Model  CKS-1,  child  small  kapok 
(for  children  weighing  less  than  50 
pounds) ;  or 

(f)  Model  CFS-1,  child  small,  fibrous 
glass  (for  children  weighing  less  than  50 
pounds). 

16.  By  revising  §  160.047-6  to  read  as 
follows : 

§  160.047-6  Marking. 

(a)  Each  buoyant  vest  must  have  the 
following  information  clearly  marked  in 
waterproof  lettering: 

Type  n — Personal  flotation  device. 

(Kapok  or  fibrous  glass)  buoyant  vest. 

Designed  to  turn  unconscious  wearer  face 
up  In  water. 

Dry  out  thoroughly  when  wet.  * 

Do  not  puncture  or  snag  Inner  plastic 
covers. 

If  pads  become  waterlogged,  replace  vest. 

Approved  for  use  on  uninspected  commer¬ 
cial  vessel  less  than  40  feet  in  length  not 
carrying  passengers  for  hire  and  all  recrea¬ 
tional  boats  by  persons  weighing  (more  than 
90  pounds  or  50  to  90  pounds  or  less  than  50 
pounds). 

U.S.  Coast  Guard  Approval  No.  160.047/ 
(assigned  manufacturers’  No.) /(revision 
No.);  (model  No.). 

(Name  and  address  of  manufacturer  or 
distributor.) 

(Lot  No.) 


(b)  Waterproof  marking  tags.  Marking 
for  buoyant  vests  shall  be  sufficiently 
waterproof  so  that  after  72  hours  sub¬ 
mergence  in  water,  it  will  withstand 
vigorous  rubbing  by  hand  while  wet  with¬ 
out  the  printed  matter  becoming  illegible. 

17.  By  revising  the  heading  of  Subpart 
160.048  to  read  as  follows: 

Subpart  160.048 — Specification  for  a 
Buoyant  Cushion,  Fibrous  Glass 

18.  By  amending  §  160.048-1  by  revis¬ 
ing  paragraph  (d)  to  read  as  follows: 

§  160.048—1  Applicable  specifications 
and  plans. 

*  *  *  *  * 

(d)  Permissible  extension.  Manufac¬ 
turers  of  buoyant  cushions  having  ap¬ 
proval  numbers  issued  prior  to  April  30, 
1973,  may  continue  to  mark  the  devices 
under  the  terms  of  that  approval  until 
November  1,  1973.  Those  manufacturers 
having  approval  numbers  issued  after 
April  30. 1973,  shall  comply  with  the  re¬ 
quirements  of  this  subpart. 

19.  By  amending  §  160.048-6  by  revis¬ 
ing  paragraph  (a)  to  read  as  follows: 

§  160.048—6  Marking. 

(a)  Each  buoyant  cushion  must  have 
the  following  information  clearly  marked 
in  waterproof  lettering: 

Type  IV — Personal  flotation  device. 

(Kapok  or  fibrous  glass)  buoyant  cushion. 

Designed  to  be  thrown  to  a  person  In  the 
water. 

Warning:  Do  not  wear  on  back. 

Do  not  puncture  or  snag  Inner  plastic 
cover. 

Dry  out  thoroughly  when  wet. 

Replace  when  waterlogged. 

Approved  for  use  on  recreational  boats 
less  than  16  feet  in  length,  and  as  a  throw¬ 
ing  device  on  recreational  boats. 

U.S.  Coast  Guard  Approval  No.  160.048/ 
(assigned  manufacturers'  No.) /(revision 
No.);  (Model  No.). 

(Name  and  address  of  manufacturer  or 
distributor.) 

(Lot  No.) 

(Size;  width,  thickness  and  length,  both 
top  and  bottom  for  trapezoidal  cushions.) 

*  *  •  •  • 

§  160.048—7  [Amended] 

20.  By  amending  §  160.048-7  by  re¬ 
voking  the  last  sentence  of  paragraph 
(a),  and  revoking  paragraph  (a)(1). 

21.  By  adding  §  160.048-7a  to  follow 
8  160.048-7  and  to  read  as  follows: 

§  160.048— 7a  Designated  recognized 
laboratory. 

Underwriters’  Laboratories,  Inc.,  Ma¬ 
rine  Department,  Tampa  East  Industrial 
Park,  2602  Tampa  East  Boulevard, 
Tampa.  FL  33619,  is  a  recognized 
laboratory. 

22.  By  revising  the  heading  of  Subpart 
160.049  to  read  as  follows: 

Subpart  160.049 — Specification  for  a 
Buoyant  Cushion  Plastic  Foam 

23.  By  amending  8  160.049-1  by  revis¬ 
ing  paragraph  (d)  to  read  as  follows: 

§  160.049—1  Applicable  specifications 
and  plans. 

*  •  •  •  • 

(d)  Permissible  extension.  Manufac¬ 
turers  of  buoyant  cushions  having  ap¬ 


proval  numbers  issued  prior  to  April  30, 
1973,  may  continue  to  mark  the  devices 
under  the  terms  of  that  approval  until 
November  1,  1973.  Those  manufacturers 
having  approval  numbers  issued  after 
April  30,  1973,  shall  comply  with  the  re¬ 
quirements  of  the  subpart. 

24.  By  revising  8  160.049-4  (c)  to  read 
as  follows: 

§  160.049—4  Construction  and  work¬ 
manship. 

*  *  *  *  * 

(c)  Buoyant  material.  A  buoyant 
insert  for  a  buoyant  cushion  must  comply 
with  the  requirements  in  paragraph  (c) 
(1)  and  (2)  of  this  section  and  may  be: 

(1)  Molded  in  one  piece;  or 

(2)  Built  up  from  sheet  material  if  it 
is  formed  from: 

(i)  Three  pieces  or  less  in  each  layer, 
cemented  together  with  an  all-purpose 
vinyl  adhesive  such  as  or  equivalent  to 
U.S.  Rubber  No.  M-6256  or  Minnesota 
Mining  No.  EC-870  and  No.  EC-1070; 

(ii)  Three  layers  or  less  that  may  be 
cemented;  and 

(iii)  Staggered  butts  and  seams  of  ad¬ 
jacent  layers. 

*  *  *  *  * 

25.  By  amending  8  160.049-6  by  revis¬ 
ing  paragraph  (a)  to  read  as  follows: 

§  160.049-6  Marking. 

(a)  Each  buoyant  cushion  must  have 
the  following  information  clearly  marked 
in  waterproof  lettering: 

Type  IV — personal  flotation  device. 

Unicellular  plastic  foam  buoyant  cushion. 

Designed  to  be  thrown  to  a  person  in  the 
water. 

Warning:  Do  not  wear  on  back. 

Dry  out  thoroughly  when  wet. 

Approved  for  use  on  recreational  boats, 
less  than  16  feet  In  length,  and  as  a  throw¬ 
ing  device  for  recreational  boats. 

U.S.  Coast  Guard  Approval  No.  160.049  (as¬ 
signed  manufacturers’  No.)  (revision  No.); 
(model  No.) :  (Name  and  address  of  manu¬ 
facturer  and  distributor) . 

(Lot  No.) 

(Size:  width,  thickness  and  length,  both 
top  and  bottom  for  trapezoidal  cushions.) 

•  •  •  *  • 

§  160.049-7  [Amended] 

26.  By  amending  8  160.049-7  by  revok¬ 
ing  the  last  sentence  of  paragraph  (a), 
and  revoking  paragraph  (a)(1). 

27.  By  adding  8  160.049-7a  to  follow 
8  160.049-7  and  to  read  as  follows: 

§  160.049— 7a  Designated  recognized 
laboratory. 

Underwriters’  Laboratories,  Inc.,  Ma¬ 
rine  Department,  Tampa  East  Industrial 
Park,  2602  Tampa  East  Boulevard, 
Tampa,  FL  33619,  is  a  recognized  labora¬ 
tory. 

28.  By  revising  the  heading  of  Subpart 
160.050  to  read  as  follows:  Subpart 
160.050— 

Specification  for  a  Buoy,  Life  Ring, 
Unicellular  Plastic 

29.  By  amending  8  160.050-1  by  adding 
paragraph  (d)  to  follow  paragraph  (c) 
and  to  read  as  follows: 

§  160.050—1  Applicable  specifications 
and  plans. 

•  •  •  •  • 
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(d)  Permissible  extension.  Manu¬ 
facturers  of  ring  life  buoys  having  ap¬ 
proval  numbers  issued  prior  to  April  30, 
1973,  may  continue  to  mark  the  devices 
under  the  terms  of  that  approval  until 
November  1,  1973.  Those  manufacturers 
having  approval  numbers  issued  after 
April  30,  1973,  shall  comply  with  the  re¬ 
quirements  of  this  subpart. 

30.  By  revising  I  160.050-6  to  read  as 
follows: 

§  160.050-6  Marking. 

(a)  On  a  sturdy,  corrosion -resistant 
nameplate,  permanently  attached  to  the 
becket,  each  ring  buoy  must  have  the 
following  information  in  waterproof 
lettering: 

Type  IV — personal  flotation  device. 

Unicellular  plastic  foam  ring  life  buoy. 

Designed  to  be  thrown  to  a  person  in  the 
water. 

Approved  for  use  on  recreational  boats,  less 
than  16  feet  in  length,  and  a  throwing  device 
for  all  vessels. 

UJS.  Coast  Guard  Approval  No.  160.050  (as¬ 
signed  manufacturers’  No.)  (revision  No); 
(model  No.). 

(Name  and  address  of  manufacturer  and 

distributor.) 

(Size  of  buoy.) 

(US.C.G.  inspector’s  initials.) 

(Lot  No.) 

(b)  A  method  of  marking  that  is  dif¬ 
ferent  from  the  requirements  of  para¬ 
graph  (a)  of  this  section  may  be  given 
consideration  by  the  Coast  Guard. 

31.  By  revising  the  heading  of  Subpart 
160.052  to  read  as  follows: 

Subpart  160.052 — Specification  for  a 

Buoyant  Vest,  Unicellular  Plastic  Foam, 

Adult  and  Child 

32.  By  amending  §  160.052-1  by  revising 
paragraph  <d)  to  read  as  follows: 

§  160.052—1  Applicable  specifications 
and  plans. 

*  •  *  •  * 

(d)  Permissible  extension.  Manufac¬ 
turers  of  buoyant  vests  having  approval 
numbers  issued  prior  to  April  30,  1973, 
may  continue  to  mark  the  devices  under 
the  terms  of  that  approval  until  Novem¬ 
ber  1,  1973.  Those  manufacturers  having 
approval  numbers  issued  after  April  30, 
1973,  shall  comply  with  the  requirements 
of  this  Subpart. 

33.  By  revising  §  160.052-2  to  read  as 
follows : 

§  160.052—2  Size  and  model. 

(a)  A  standard  buoyant  vest  is  man¬ 
ufactured  in  accordance  with  a  plan 
specified  in  $  160.052-1  (b)  and  is  a: 

(1)  Model  AP,  adult  (for  persons  over 
90  pounds) ; 

(2)  Model  CPM,  child,  medium  (for 
persons  weighing  from  50  to  90  pounds) ; 
or 

(3)  Model  CPS,  child,  small  (for  per¬ 
sons  weighing  less  than  50  pounds) . 

(b)  A  nonstandard  buoyant  vest  is: 

(1)  Manufactured  in  accordance  with 
the  manufacturer’s  approved  plan; 

(2)  Equivalent  in  performance  to  the 
standard  buoyant  vest;  and 

(3)  Assigned  a  model  designation  by 
the  manufacturer  for  the  following  sizes: 


(i)  Adult  (for  persons  weighing  over  90 
pounds) ; 

(ii)  Child,  medium  (for  persons  weigh¬ 
ing  from  50  to  90  pounds) ; 

(ill)  Child,  small  (for  persons  weigh¬ 
ing  less  than  50  pounds. 

34.  By  revising  the  heading  of 
§  160.052-3  to  read  as  follows: 

§  160.052—3  Materials — standard  vests. 

35.  In  §  160.052-4  by  revising  the  head¬ 
ing  and  paragraph  (a)  to  read  as  follows: 

§  160.052—4  Materials  — —  nonstandard 

vests. 

(a)  General.  All  materials  used  in  non¬ 
standard  buoyant  vests  must  be  equiva¬ 
lent  to  those  specified  in  5  160.052-3  and 
be  obtained  from  a  supplier  who  fur¬ 
nishes  an  affidavit  in  accordance  with 
the  requirement  in  S  160.052-3(a). 

*  *  *  *  # 

36.  By  revising  the  heading  of 
S  160.052-5  to  read  as  follows: 

§  160.052—5  Construction  — —  standard 

vests. 

37.  By  revising  §  160.052-6  to  read  as 
follows : 

§  160.052—6  Construction  —  nonstand¬ 
ard  vests. 

(a)  General.  The  construction  meth¬ 
ods  used  for  nonstandard  buoyant  vests 
must  be  equivalent  to  those  requirements 
in  §  160.052-5  for  a  standard  vest  and 
also  meet  the  requirements  in  this 
section. 

(b)  Size.  Each  nonstandard  vest  must 
contain  the  following  volume  of  plastic 
foam  buoyant  material,  determined  by 
the  displacement  method: 

( 1 )  Five  hundred  cubic  inches  or  more 
for  an  adult  size; 

(2)  Three  hundred  and  fifty  cubic 
inches  or  more  for  a  child,  medium  size; 

(3)  Two  hundred  and  twenty-five 
cubic  inches  or  more  for  a  child,  small 

size. 

(c)  Arrangement  of  buoyant  material. 
The  buoyant  material  in  a  nonstandard 

vest  must: 

(1)  Be  arranged  to  hold  the  wearer  in 
an  upright  or  backward  position  with 
head  and  face  out  of  water; 

(2)  Have  no  tendency  to  turn  a  wearer 
face  downward  in  the  water;  and 

(3)  Be  arranged  so  that  70  to  75  per¬ 
cent  of  the  total  is  located  in  the  front 
of  the  vest. 

(d)  Neck  opening.  Each  cloth-covered 
nonstandard  vest  must  have  at  the  neck 
opening: 

(1)  A  gusset;  or 

(2)  Reinforcing  tape. 

(e)  Adjustment,  fit,  and  donning.  Each 
nonstandard  vest  must  be  made  with  ad¬ 
justments  to: 

(1)  Fit  a  range  of  wearers  for  the  type 
designed;  and 

(2)  Facilitate  donning  time  for  an  un¬ 
initiated  person. 

38.  By  amending  $  160.052-7  by  revis¬ 
ing  the  heading,  paragraph  (g) ,  and  the 
heading  of  paragraph  (c)  to  read  as 
follows: 


§  160.052—7  Inspections  and  tests — 
standard  and  nonstandard  vests. 

*  •  »  •  • 

(c)  Additional  compliance  tests.  •  *  * 
•  ••a* 

(g)  Additional  approval  tests  for  non¬ 
standard  vests.  Tests  in  addition  to  those 
required  by  this  section  may  be  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  inspector  for  nonstandard 
vests  to  determine  performance  equiva¬ 
lence  to  a  standard  vest.  Such  additional 
tests  may  include  determining  perform¬ 
ance  in  water,  suitability  of  materials, 
donning  time,  ease  of  adjustment,  and 
similar  equivalency  tests.  Costs  of  any 
additional  tests  must  be  assumed  by  the 
manufacturer. 

39.  By  revising  §  160.052-8  to  read  as 
follows: 

§  160.052—8  Marking  standard  and 
nonstandard  vests. 

(a)  Each  buoyant  vest  must  have  the 
following  Information  clearly  marked  in 
waterproof  lettering: 

Type  II — Personal  flotation  device. 

Unicellular  plastic  foam  buoyant  vest. 

Designed  to  turn  unconscious  wearer  face 
up  In  water. 

Dry  out  thoroughly  when  wet. 

Approved  for  use  on  uninspected  commer¬ 
cial  vessels  leas  than  40  feet  In  length  not 
carrying  passengers  for  hire  and  all  recrea¬ 
tional  boats  by  persons  weighing  (more  than 
90  pounds  or  60  to  90  pounds  or  less  than 
60  pounds) . 

U.S.  Coast  Guard  Approval  No.  160.052/ 
(assigned  manufacturers’  No.)  /(revision 
No.);  (model  No.). 

(Name  and  address  of  manufacturer  or 
distributor.) 

(Lot  No.) 

(b)  Waterproof  marking.  Marking  for 
buoyant  vests  shall  be  sufficiently  water¬ 
proof  so  that  after  72  hours  submergence 
in  water  it  will  withstand  vigorous  rub¬ 
bing  by  hand  while  wet  without  the 
printed  matter  becoming  illegible. 

40.  By  revising  the  introductory  text  of 
paragraph  (a)  to  read  as  follows: 

§  160.052—9  Procedure  for  listing  and 
labeling. 

(a)  A  recognized  laboratory  must  in¬ 
form  each  manufacturer  that  requests 
listing  and  labeling  of  a  buoyant  vest  for 
use  on  a  boat  not  carrying  passengers 
for  hire,  of  the  procedures  for — 

•  •  •  •  • 

41.  By  revising  1  160.053-1  by  adding 
paragraph  (c)  to  follow  paragraph  (b) 
and  to  read  as  follows: 

§  160.053—1  Applicable  specifications. 

•  •  •  •  • 

(c)  Permissible  extension.  Manufac¬ 
turers  of  workvests  having  approval 
numbers  issued  prior  to  April  30,  1973, 
may  continue  to  mark  the  devices  under 
the  terms  of  that  approval  until  Novem¬ 
ber  1,  1973.  Those  manufacturers  having 
approval  numbers  issued  after  April  30, 
1973,  shall  comply  with  the  requirements 
of  this  subpart. 

42.  By  revising  §  160.053-5  (a)  to  read 
as  follows: 
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§  160.053—5  Marking. 

(a)  Each  workvest  must  have  the  fol¬ 
lowing  information  clearly  printed  in 
waterproof  ink  on  a  cloth  tag  attached 
to  the  envelope  by  stitching  along  the 
edges  of  the  tag: 

Type  V — Personal  flotation  device. 

Unicellular  plastic  foam  workvest. 

Designed  to  turn  an  unconscious  wearer 
face  up  In  the  water. 

Approved  for  use  on  merchant  vessels  when 
engaged  In  work  activities. 

U.S.  Coast  Guard  Approval  No.  160.053/ 
(assigned  manufacturers’  No.) /(revision 
No.);  (model  No  ). 

(Lot  No.) 

“This  vest  is  filled  with  unicellular  plastic 
foam,  which  repeated  wettings  will  not  in¬ 
jure.  When  vest  Is  wet,  hang  up  and  dry 
thoroughly.”  , 

(Name  and  address  of  manufacturer  or 
distributor.) 

*  •  *  •  * 

43.  By  revising  §  160.055-1  by  adding 
paragraph  (d)  to  follow  paragraph  (c) 
and  to  read  as  follows: . 

§  160.055—1  Applicable  specification  and 
plans. 

***** 

(d)  Permissible  extension.  Manufac¬ 
turers  of  life  preservers  having  approval 
numbers  issued  prior  to  April  30,  1973, 
may  continue  to  mark  the  devices  under 
the  terms  of  that  approval  until  Novem¬ 
ber  1,  1973.  Those  manufacturers  having 
approval  numbers  issued  after  April  30, 
1973,  shall  comply  with  the  requirements 
of  this  subpart. 

44.  By  revising  §  160.055-2  to  read  as 
follows: 

§  160.055—2  Type  and  model. 

Each  life  preserver  specified  in  this 
subpart  is  a: 

(a)  Standard,  bib  type,  vinyl  dip 
coated : 

(1)  Model  62,  adult  (for  persons 
weighing  over  90  pounds) ;  or 

(2)  Model  66,  child  (for  persons 
weighing  less  than  90  pounds) ;  or 

(b)  Standard,  bib  type,  cloth  covered : 

(1)  Model  63,  adult  (for  persons 
weighing  over  90  pounds) ;  or 

(2)  Model  67,  child  (for  persons 
weighing  less  than  90  pounds) ;  or 

(c)  Nonstandard,  shaped  type: 

(1)  Model,'  adult  (for  persons  weigh¬ 
ing  over  90  pounds) ;  or 

(2)  Model,1  child  (for  persons  weigh- 
less  than  90  pounds) . 

45.  By  revising  the  heading  of  $  160.- 
055-3  to  read  as  follows: 

§  160.055—3  Materials— —standard  life 
preservers. 

46.  By  revising  §  160.055-4  to  read  as 
follows: 

§  160.055—4  Materials  —  nonstandard 
life  preservers. 

All  materials  used  in  nonstandard  life 
preservers  must  be  equivalent  to  those 


1  A  model  designation  for  each  nonstandard 
life  preserver  Is  to  be  assigned  by  the  manu¬ 
facturer.  That  designation  must  be  different 
from  any  standard  lifesaving  device  desig¬ 
nation. 


specified  in  $  160.055-3  for  standard  life 
preservers. 

47.  By  amending  $  160.055-5  by  revis¬ 

ing  the  heading  and  introductory  texts 
of  paragraphs  (b)  and  (c)  to  read  as 
follows:  t 

§  160.055—5  Construction— —standard 

life  preservers. 

*  *  *  *  * 

(b)  Construction — standard,  vinyl  dip 
coated  life  preserver.  This  device  is  con¬ 
structed  from  one  piece  of  unicellular 
plastic  foam  with  a: 

(1)  Neck  hole  and  the  body  slit  in  the 
front: 

(2)  Vinyl  dip  coating:  and 

(3)  Pitted  and  adjustable  body  strap. 

•  *  *  *  * 

(c)  Construction — standard,  cloth  cov¬ 
ered  life  preserver.  This  device  is  con¬ 
structed  from  three  sections  of  unicel¬ 
lular  plastic  foam  contained  in  a  cloth 
envelope  and  has : 

(1)  A  neck  hole; 

(2)  The  body  slit  in  the  front;  and 

(3)  A  fitted  and  adjustable  body  strap. 

*  *  *  *  * 

48.  By  revising  §  160.055-6  to  read  as 
follows: 

§  160.055—6  Construction  —  nonstand¬ 
ard,  life  preservers. 

(a)  General.  The  construction  meth¬ 
ods  used  for  a  nonstandard  life  preserver 
must  be  equivalent  to  the  requirements 
in  §  160.055-5  for  a  standard  life  pre¬ 
server  and  also  meet  the  requirements  in 
this  section. 

(b)  Size.  Each  nonstandard  life  pre¬ 
server  must  contain  the  following  volume 
of  plastic  foam  buoyant  material,  deter¬ 
mined  by  the  displacement  method: 

(1)  700  cubic  inches  or  more  for  an 
adult  size; 

(2)  350  cubic  inches  or  more  for  a 
child  size. 

(c)  Arrangement  of  buoyant  mate¬ 
rials.  The  buoyant  material  in  nonstand¬ 
ard  life  preservers  must: 

(1)  Be  arranged  to  hold  the  wearer 
in  an  upright  or  backward  position  with 
head  and  face  out  of  water; 

(2)  Have  no  tendency  to  turn  the 
wearer  face  downward  in  the  water;  and 

(3)  Be  arranged  so  that  68  to  73  per¬ 
cent  of  the  total  is  located  in  the  front 
of  the  life  preserver. 

(d)  Adjustment,  fit,  and  donning. 
Each  nonstandard  life  preserver  must 
be  capable  of  being: 

(1)  Worn  reversed; 

(2)  Adjusted  to  fit  a  range  of  wearers 
for  the  type  designed;  and 

(3)  Donned  in  a  time  comparable  to 
that  of  a  standard  life  preserver. 

49.  By  amending  §  160.055-7  by  revis¬ 
ing  the  heading  and  paragraph  (i)  to 
read  as  follows: 

§  160.055—7  Sampling,  test,  and  inspec¬ 
tions — standard  and  nonstandard  life 
preservers. 

•  •  •  •  • 

(i)  Additional  tests  for  nonstandard 
life  preservers.  Tests  in  addition  to  those 
required  by  this  section  may  be  required 
for  nonstandard  life  preservers  to  deter¬ 


mine  performance  equivalence  to  a 
standard  preserver.  Such  additional  tests 
may  include  determining  performance  in 
the  water,  suitability  of  materials,  don¬ 
ning  time,  ease  of  adjustment,  and  simi¬ 
lar  equivalency  tests.  Costs  for  any  addi¬ 
tional  tests  must  be  assumed  by  the 
manufacturer. 

50.  By  revising  §  160.055-8  to  read  as 
follows : 

§  160.055—8  Marking — standard  and 
nonstandard  life  preservers. 

Each  life  preserver  must  have  the  fol¬ 
lowing  information  clearly  marked  in 
waterproof  lettering: 

(a)  In  letters  three-fourth  of  an  inch 
or  more  in  height; 

(1)  Adult  (for  persons  weighing  over 
90  pounds) ;  or 

(2)  Child  (for  persons  weighing  less 
than  90  pounds) . 

(b)  In  letters  capable  of  being  read  %t 
a  distance  of  2  feet: 

Type  I — personal  flotation  device. 

Unicellular  plastic  foam  life  preserver. 

Designed  to  turn  unconscious  wearer  face 
up  in  water. 

Approved  for  use  on  all  vessels  by  persons 
weighing  (more  than  90  pounds  or  less  than 
90  pounds). 

U.S  Coast  Guard  Approval  No.  160.055  (as¬ 
signed  manufacturers’  No.) ;  (revision  No.) ; 
(model  No.) :  (Name  and  address  of  manu¬ 
facturer  or  distributor) ;  (lot  No.) . 

51.  By  amending  §  160.055-9  by  revis¬ 
ing  the  heading  and  paragraphs  (b)  and 

(c),  and  adding  paragraphs  (b-1)  and 
(c— 1 )  to  read  as  follows: 

§  160.055—9  Procedure  for  approval- 
standard  and  nonstandard  life  pre¬ 
servers. 

***** 

(b)  Assignment  of  inspector;  stand¬ 
ard  life  preservers.  Upon  receipt  of  an 
approval  of  a  standard  life  preserver,  a 
Coast  Guard  inspector  is  assigned  to  the 
factory  to: 

(1)  Observe  the  production  facilities 
and  manufacturing  methods; 

(2)  Select  from  a  lot  of  10  manufac¬ 
tured  life  preservers  or  more,  three  or 
more  of  each  model  for  examination; 

(3)  Test  the  selected  sample  for  com¬ 
pliance  with  the  requirements  of  this 
subpart;  and 

(4)  Forward  to  the  Commandant  a 
copy  of  his  report  of  the  tests  and  the 
production  and  manufacturing  facilities, 
a  specimen  life  preserver  selected  from 
those  already  manufactured  but  not 
tested,  and  one  copy  of  an  affidavit  for 
each  material  used  in  the  life  preservers. 

(b-1)  Approval  number — standard  life 
preserver.  An  approval  number  is  as¬ 
signed  to  the  manufacturer  by  the  Coast 
Guard  for  a  standard  life  preserver 
found  to  be  in  compliance  with  the  re¬ 
quirements  of  this  subpart. 

(c)  Assignment  of  inspector — non¬ 
standard  life  preserver.  Upon  receipt  of 
an  application  from  a  manufacturer  for 
approval  of  nonstandard  life  preservers, 
an  inspector  is  assigned  to  the  factory 
to: 

(1)  Observe  the  production  facilities 
and  manufacturing  methods; 
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(2)  Select  three  samples  of  life  pre¬ 
servers  of  each  model  for  which  approval 
is  desired; 

(3)  Forward  to  the  Commandant; 

<i>  Three  samples  of  each  model  of  life 
preserver; 

.  (ii)  A  copy  of  the  inspector’s  report  of 
tests  and  the  production  and  manufac¬ 
turing  facilities;  and 

(iii)  Four  copies  each  of  fully  di¬ 
mensioned,  full-scale  drawings  showing 
all  details  of  construction  of  the  sample 
life  preservers  submitted,  material  affi¬ 
davits,  and  four  copies  of  a  bill  of  ma¬ 
terials  showing  all  materials  used  in  con¬ 
struction  of  the  life  preservers  submitted 
by  the  manufacturer. 

(c-1)  Approval  number — nonstandard 
life  preserver.  An  official  approval  num¬ 
ber  is  assigned  to  the  manufacturer  by 
the  Coast  Guard  for  a  nonstandard  life 
preserver  approved  after  tests. 

*  *  *  *  • 

52.  By  revising  the  heading  of  Sub¬ 
part  160.060  to  read  as  follows: 

Subpart  160.060 — Specification  for  a 

Buoyant  Vest,  Unicellular  Polyethylene 

Foam,  Adult  and  Child 

53.  By  amending  §  160.060-1  by  revis¬ 
ing  paragraph  (d)  to  read  as  follows: 

§  160.060—1  Applicable  specifications 
and  plans. 

•  •  •  •  • 

(d)  Permissible  extension.  Manufac¬ 
turers  of  buoyant  vests  having  approval 
numbers  issued  prior  to  April  30,  1973, 
may  continue  to  mark  the  devices  under 
the  terms  of  that  approval  until  Novem¬ 
ber  1,  1973.  Those  manufacturers  having 
approval  numbers  issued  after  April  30, 
1973,  shall  comply  with  the  requirements 
of  the  subpart. 

54.  By  revising  §  160.060-2  to  read  as 
follows : 

§  160.060—2  Type  and  model. 

Each  buoyant  vest  specified  in  this 
subpart  is  a: 

(a)  Standard: 

(1)  Model  AY,  adult  (for  persons 
weighing  over  90  pounds) ;  or 

(2)  Model  CYM,  child,  medium  (for 
children  weighing  from  50  to  90  pounds) ; 
or 

(3)  Model  CYS,  child,  small  (for  chil¬ 
dren  weighing  less  than  50  pounds) ;  or 

(b)  Nonstandard: 

(1)  Model,1  adult  (for  persons  weigh¬ 
ing  over  90  pounds) ; 

(2)  Model,1  child,  medium  (for  persons 
weighing  from  50  to  90  pounds)  or 

(3)  Model,1  child,  small  (for  persons 
weighing  less  than  50  pounds). 

55.  By  amending  {  160.060-3  by  revis¬ 
ing  the  heading  of  §  160.060-3  to  read  as 
follows: 

§  160.060—3  Material* — standard  vests. 

56.  By  amending  |  160.060-4  by  revis¬ 
ing  the  heading  and  paragraph  (a)  to 
read  as  follows: 


*  A  model  designation  for  a  nonstandard 
vest  is  to  be  assigned  by  the  individual  manu¬ 
facturer  and  must  be  different  from  any 
standard  vest. 


§  160.060—4  Materials — nonstandard 

vests. 

(a)  General.  All  materials  used  in  non¬ 
standard  buoyant  vests  must  be  equiva¬ 
lent  to  those  specified  in  §  160.060-3  and 
be  obtained  from  a  supplier  who  fur¬ 
nishes  an  affidavit  in  accordance  with 
the  requirements  in  f  160.060-3  (a) . 

*  otto 

57.  By  revising  the  heading  of 
§  160.060-5  to  read  as  follows: 

§  160.060—5  Construction  standard  vests. 

58.  By  revising  §  160.060-6  to  read  as 

follows: 

§  160.060—6  Construction — nonstandard 

vests. 

(a)  General.  The  construction  methods 
used  for  a  nonstandard  buoyant  vest 
must  be  equivalent  to  the  requirements  in 
§  160.060-5  for  standard  vests  and  also 
meet  the  requirements  specified  in  this 
section. 

(b)  Sizes .  Each  nonstandard  vest  must 
contain  the  following  volume  of  unicellu¬ 
lar  polyethylene  foam  buoyant  material, 
determined  by  the  displacement  method : 

(1)  Five  hundred  cubic  inches  or  more 
for  the  adult  size,  for  persons  weighing 
over  90  pounds. 

(2)  Three  hundred  and  fifty  cubic 
inches  or  more  for  a  child  medium  size, 
for  children  weighing  from  50  to  90 
pounds. 

(3)  Two  hundred  and  twenty -five  cubic 
inches  or  more  for  children  weighing  less 
than  50  pounds. 

(c)  Arrangement  of  buoyant  material. 
The  buoyant  material  in  a  nonstandard 
vest  must: 

(1)  Be  arranged  to  hold  the  wearer  in 
an  upright  or  backward  position  with 
head  and  face  out  of  water; 

(2)  Have  no  tendency  to  turn  the 
wearer  face  downward  in  the  water;  and 

(3)  Be  arranged  so  that  70  to  75  per¬ 
cent  of  the  total  is  located  in  the  front 
of  the  vest. 

(d)  Neck  opening.  Each  cloth  covered 
nonstandard  vest  must  have  at  the  neck 
opening : 

(1)  A  gusset;  or 

(2)  Reinforcing  tape. 

(e)  Adjustment,  fit,  and  donning.  Each 
nonstandard  vest  must  be  made  with  ad¬ 
justments  to: 

(1)  Fit  a  range  of  wearers  for  the  type 
designed;  and 

(2)  Facilitate  donning  time  for  an  un¬ 
initiated  person. 

59.  By  amending  S  160.060-7  by  revis¬ 
ing  the  heading,  paragraph  (g),  and  the 
heading  of  paragraph  (c)  to  read  as 
follows : 

§  160.060-7  Inspections  and  tests — 
standard  and  nonstandard  vests. 

»  *  •  *  * 

(c)  Additional  compliance  tests.  *  *  * 
*  *  •  *  * 

(g)  Additional  approval  tests  for  non¬ 
standard  vests.  Tests  in  addition  to  those 
required  by  this  section  may  be  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  inspector  for  a  nonstand¬ 
ard  vest  to  determine  performance  equiv¬ 
alence  to  a  standard  vest.  Such  additional 
tests  may  include  determining  per¬ 


formance  in  water,  suitability  of  mate¬ 
rials,  donning  time,  ease  of  adjustment, 
and  similar  equivalency  tests.  Costs  for 
any  additional  tests  must  be  assumed  by 
the  manufacturer. 

60.  By  revising  §  160.060-8  to  read  as 
follows: 

§  160.060—8  Marking  standard  and  non¬ 
standard  vests. 

(a)  Each  buoyant  vest  must  have  the 
following  information  clearly  marked  in 
waterproof  lettering: 

Type  n — Personal  flotation  device. 

Unicellular  polyethylene  foam  buoyant 
vest. 

Designed  to  turn  unconscious  wearer  face 
up  In  water. 

Dry  out  thoroughly  when  wet. 

Approved  for  use  on  uninspected  commer¬ 
cial  vessels  less  than  40  feet  in  length  not 
carrying  passengers  for  hire  and  all  recrea¬ 
tional  boats  by  persons  weighing  (more  than 
90  pounds  or  60  to  90  pounds  or  less  than  50 
pounds). 

U.S.  Coast  Guard  Approval  No.  160.060/ 
(assigned  manufacturers’  No.) /(revision 
No.);  (model  No.). 

(Name  and  address  of  manufacturer  or 
distributor.) 

(Lot  No.) 

(b)  Waterproof  marking.  Marking  of 
buoyant  vests  shall  be  sufficiently  water¬ 
proof  so  that  after  72  hours  submergence 
in  water  it  will  withstand  vigorous  rub¬ 
bing  by  hand  while  wet  without  printed 
matter  becoming  illegible. 

61.  By  revising  the  heading  of  Subpart 
160.064  to  read  as  follows: 

Subpart  160.064 — Specification  for  Spe¬ 
cial  Purpose  Water  Safety  Buoyant  De¬ 
vices 

62.  By  amending  §  160.064-4  by  revis¬ 
ing  paragraph  (a)  to  read  as  follows: 

§  160.064-4  Marking. 

(a)  Each  special  purpose  buoyant 
device  must  have  the  following  in¬ 
formation  clearly  marked  in  water¬ 
proof  lettering: 

(1)  For  devices  to  be  worn: 

(1)  Type  n — Personal  flotation  device. 

Designed  to  turn  an  unconscious  wearer 
face  up  in  the  water;  or 

Type  m — Personal  flotation  device. 

Designed  to  keep  a  conscious  person  in  a 
vertical  or  slightly  backward  position  In  the 
water;  and 

(ii)  (Special  purpose  intended) : 

Approved  for  use  on  uninspected  commer¬ 
cial  vessels  less  than  40  feet  In  length  not 
carrying  passengers  for  hire  and  all  recrea¬ 
tional  boats  by  persons  weighing  (more  than 
90  pounds  or  50  to  90  pounds  or  less  than  60 
pounds) . 

U JS.  Coast  Guard  Approval  No.  160.064 
(assigned  manufacturers’  No.)  (revision 
No.);  (model  No.);  (Name  and  address  of 
manufacturer  or  distributor) . 

(2)  For  devices  to  be  thrown: 

Type  IV — personal  flotation  device. 

Designed  to  be  thrown  to  a  person  In  the 

water. 

(Special  purpose  Intended.) 

Approved  for  use  on  recreational  boats  less 
than  16  feet  In  length,  and  as  a  throwing 
device  for  recreational  boats. 

U.S.  Coast  Guard  Approval  No.  160.064  (as¬ 
signed  manufacturers’  No.)  (revision  No.); 
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(model  No.) :  (Name  and  address  of  manu¬ 
facturer  or  distributor). 

•  •  •  •  • 

63.  By  revising  §  160.064-5  to  read  as 
follows: 

§  160.064—5  Recognized  laboratory. 

To  be  designated  a  recognized  labora¬ 
tory,  the  laboratory  must  be: 

(a)  Operated  as  a  nonprofit  public 
service; 

(b)  Engaged  regularly  in  the  examina¬ 
tion,  testing  and  evaluation  of  the  safety 
of  materials,  installation,  and  devices  for 
marine  use;  and 

(c)  Established  in  factory  inspection 
and  listing  and  labeling  by  having  an 
existing  program  and  standards  for  eval¬ 
uation,  listing,  and  labeling  buoyant  de¬ 
vices  that  are  acceptable  to  the  Com¬ 
mandant. 

64.  By  adding  §§  160.064-5a  and 
160.064-5b  to  follow  §  160.064-5  and  to 
read  as  follows: 

§  160.064— 5a  Designated  recognized  lab¬ 
oratory. 

Underwriters’  Laboratories,  Inc.,  Ma¬ 
rine  Department,  Tampa  East  Industrial 
Park,  2602  Tampa  East  Boulevard, 
Tampa,  PL  33619,  is  a  recognized 
laboratory. 


§  160.064— 5b  Compliance  label. 

If  a  recognized  laboratory  approves  a 
buoyant  device,  the  device  is  allowed  to 
carry  the  compliance  label  of  the  recog¬ 
nized  laboratory. 

65.  By  revising  §  160.064-7  to  read  as 
follows: 

§  160.064—7  Procedure  for  listing  and 
labeling. 

(a)  A  recognized  laboratory  must  in¬ 
form  each  manufacturer  that  requests 
listing  and  labeling  of  a  special  purpose 
water  safety  device  for  use  on  boats  not 
carrying  passengers  for  hire,  of  the  pro¬ 
cedures  for: 

(1)  Inspection; 

(2)  Examination; 

(3)  Tests;  and 

(4)  The  forwarding  to  the  Coast 
Guard  of  the  test  report  and  the  descrip¬ 
tion  of  the  quality  control  program  of  the 
requesting  manufacturer. 

(b)  The  cost  of  any  examination,  test, 
and  inspection  and  the  cost  of  listing  and 
labeling  must: 

(1)  Be  paid  by  the  manufacturer; 
and 

(2)  Be  the  same  for  similar  services 
for  each  manufacturer. 


(c)  The  Coast  Guard  reviews  each  test 
report  and  quality  control  procedure  for¬ 
warded  by  the  recognized  laboratory  to 
determine  if  the  approval  requirements 
have  been  met.  After  the  review  is  com¬ 
pleted,  the  Coast  Guard: 

(1)  Notifies  the  laboratory  that  the 
device  is  approved;  and 

(2)  Publishes  notice  of  the  approval  in 
the  Federal  Register  and  Coast  Guard 
publication  CG-190. 

(d)  The  Commandant,  U.S.  Coast 
Guard,  determines  all  matters  concern¬ 
ing  approval  requirements.  The  manu¬ 
facturer  or  recognized  laboratory  may  at 
any  time  request  advice  from  the  Com¬ 
mandant  regarding  these  requirements. 

(Sec.  17,  54  Stat.  166,  as  amended,  Sec.  5,  85 
Stat.  215,  Sec.  6(b)  (1),  80  Stat.  937;  46  U.S.C. 
52 6p  1454,  49  U.S.C.  1655(b)(1);  49  CFR  146 
(b)  and  (o)(l)) 

Effective  date.  These  amendments 
shall  become  effective  on  April  30,  1973. 

Dated:  March  21,  1973. 

C.  R.  Bender, 
Admiral, 

U.S.  Coast  Guard,  Commandant. 

[FR  Doc.73-5737  FUed  3-27-73;8:45  am] 
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1 

1936 

$7 

13 

1948 

$28 

25 

1960 

$49 

2 

12 

14 

1949 

22 

26 

1961 

44 

3 

1938 

8 

15 

1950 

28 

27 

1962 

46 

4 

1939 

14 

16 

1951 

44 

28 

1963 

50 

5 

1940 

14 

17 

1952 

41 

29 

1964 

54 

6 

1941 

21 

18 

1953 

30 

30 

1965 

58 

7 

1942 

37 

19 

1954 

37 

31 

1966 

60 

8 
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53 

20 

1955 

41 

32 

1967 

69 

9 

1944 

42 

21 

1956 

42 

33 

1968 

55 

10 

1945 

47 
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41 

34 

1969 

62 

11 

1946 

47 

1958 

41 

35 

1970 

59 

Li2 

1947 

24 

1959 

42 

36 

1971 

97 
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